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(57) ABSTRACT

A signal generating circuit generating an output signal corre-
sponding to a controlling input, the signal generating circuit
including a rising path increasing the output signal during a
rising period in synchronization with a time that the control-
ling input is increased, and a falling path decreasing the
output signal during a falling period in synchronization with
a time that the controlling input is decreased, wherein the
rising period and the falling period are different from each
other.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
ORGANIC LIGHT EMITTING DISPLAY AND
CONTROL SIGNAL GENERATING CIRCUIT
OF ORGANIC LIGHT EMITTING DISPLAY

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application makes reference to, incorporates the same
herein, and claims all benefits accruing under 35 U.S.C. §119
from an application filed in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office on May 17, 2010 and there duly assigned Serial No.
10-2010-0046094.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a control signal generating
circuit generating a control signal used for an organic light
emitting diode (OLED) display for signals such as a scan
signal, a data signal or a light emitting signal.

2. Description of the Related Art

Various kinds of flat display devices that are capable of
reducing detriments of cathode ray tubes (CRT), such as their
heavy weight and large size, have been developed in recent
years. Such flat display devices include liquid crystal displays
(LCDs), field emission displays (FEDs), plasma display pan-
els (PDPs), and organic light emitting diode OLED displays.

Among the above flat panel displays, the OLED display
using an organic light emitting diode OLED generating light
by a recombination of electrons and holes for the display of
images has a fast response speed, is driven with low power
consumption, and has excellent luminous efficiency, lumi-
nance, and viewing angle such that it has been spotlighted.

Generally, the organic light emitting diode OLED display
is classified into a passive matrix OLED (PMOLED) and an
active matrix OLED (AMOLED) according to a driving
method of the organic light emitting diode OLED.

Of them, the active matrix in which unit pixels are selec-
tively litis primarily used in terms of resolution, contrast, and
operation speed.

A predetermined time is required when increasing and
decreasing a control signal controlling a display device such
as the AMOLED. Conventionally, the rising period (Tr) and
the falling period (Tf) of the various input signals of the
AMOLED (for example, a scan signal, a data signal, a light
emitting signal) are controlled by a time constant such that
they are generally designed to be increased and decreased
while drawing the same curved line.

However, when there is a short circuit in the rising period or
the falling period in the driving method of the circuit of the
AMOLED, a very large current flows into the AMOLED such
that the element characteristic and reliability may be deterio-
rated.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the invention and therefore it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is capable of asymmetrically con-
trolling the rising period (Tr) and the falling period (Tf) light
emitting signals according to a driving method of each pixel
of an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display.

The technical objects of the present invention are not lim-
ited by the above technical object, and other technical objects
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that are not mentioned will be apparently understood by a
person of ordinary skill in the art from the following descrip-
tion.

A signal generating circuit generating an output signal
corresponding to a controlling input according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention includes a rising
path increasing the output signal during a rising period in
synchronization with a time that the controlling input is
increased, and a falling path decreasing the output signal
during a falling period in synchronization with a time that the
controlling input is decreased, wherein the rising period and
the falling period are different from each other.

The rising path may include a first resistor, a first diode, and
a capacitor, the first diode may be turned on in synchroniza-
tion with the time that the controlling input is increased, and
the power source voltage may be charged to the capacitor
through the first resistor according to the controlling input.

The falling path may include a second resistor, a second
diode, and a capacitor, the second diode may be turned on in
synchronization with the time that the controlling input is
decreased, and the voltage charged to the capacitor may be
discharged through the second resistor according to the con-
trolling input.

A controlling switch including one terminal connected to
the first resistor and the second resistor and a gate electrode
input with the controlling input, and a DC power unit con-
nected to the other terminal of the controlling switch, may be
further included. The controlling switch may be a switching
transistor.

The first resistor may include one terminal connected to
one terminal of the controlling switch and the other terminal
connected to an anode of the first diode, the second resistor
may include one terminal connected to one terminal of the
controlling switch and the other terminal connected to a cath-
ode of the second diode, the first diode may include an anode
connected to the other terminal of the first resistor and a
cathode connected to one terminal of the capacitor, and the
second diode may include a cathode connected to the other
terminal of the second resistor and an anode connected to one
terminal of the capacitor.

The signal generating circuit may further include a con-
trolling operational amplifier including an output terminal
connected to one terminal of the capacitor, an inverting input
terminal connected to the anode of the second diode and the
cathode of the first diode, and a non-inverting input terminal
connected to ground.

The controlling input may be transmitted to one terminal of
the first resistor and one terminal of the second resistor.

The first resistor may include one terminal connected to
one terminal of the second resistor and the other terminal
connected to the anode of the first diode, the second resistor
may include one terminal connected to the other terminal of
the first resistor and the other terminal connected to the cath-
ode of the second diode, the first diode may include an anode
connected to the other terminal of the first resistor and a
cathode connected to the non-inverting input terminal of the
controlling operational amplifier, and the second diode may
include a cathode connected to the other terminal of the
second resistor and a anode connected to the non-inverting
input terminal of the controlling operational amplifier.

A display device according to another exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention includes: a display unit includ-
ing a plurality of pixels, a plurality of scan lines, a plurality of
data lines, and a plurality of light emission control lines; a
data driver transmitting a plurality of data signals to the plu-
rality of data lines; a scan driver transmitting a plurality of
scan signals to the plurality of scan lines; a light emission



US 8,988,323 B2

3

control driver transmitting a plurality of light emitting signals
to the plurality of light emission control lines; and a timing
controller generating a light emission control signal to control
the light emission control driver, wherein the light emission
control driver includes a rising path increasing the output
signal during a rising period in synchronization with a time
that the light emission control signal is increased; and a fall-
ing path decreasing the output signal during a falling period in
synchronization with a time that the light emission control
signal is decreased, wherein a plurality of signal generating
circuits of the rising period and the falling period are different
from each other, and the plurality of controlling circuits trans-
mit the light emitting signal into the corresponding light
emission control line among the plurality of light emission
control lines.

The rising path may include a first resistor, a first diode, and
a capacitor, the first diode may be turned on in synchroniza-
tion with the time that the light emission control signal is
increased, and the power source voltage may be charged to
the capacitor through the first resistor according to the light
emission control signal.

The falling path may include a second resistor, a second
diode, and a capacitor, the second diode may be turned on in
synchronization with the light emission control signal being
decreased, and the voltage charged to the capacitor may be
discharged through the second resistor according to the light
emission control signal.

The display device may further include a controlling
switch including one terminal connected to the first resistor
and the second resistor and a gate electrode input with the
light emission control signal, and a DC power unit connected
to the other terminal of the controlling switch. The controlling
switch may be a switching transistor.

The first resistor may include one terminal connected to
one terminal of the controlling switch and the other terminal
connected to an anode of the first diode, the second resistor
may include one terminal connected to one terminal of the
controlling switch and the other terminal connected to a cath-
ode of the second diode, the first diode may include an anode
connected to the other terminal of the first resistor and a
cathode connected to one terminal of the capacitor, and the
second diode may includes a cathode connected to the other
terminal of the second resistor and an anode connected to one
terminal of the capacitor.

The display device may further include a controlling opera-
tional amplifier including an output terminal connected to one
terminal of the capacitor, an inverting input terminal con-
nected to the anode of the second diode and the cathode of the
first diode, and a non-inverting input terminal connected to
ground.

The light emission control signal may be transmitted to one
terminal of the first resistor and one terminal of the second
resistor.

The first resistor may include one terminal connected to
one terminal of the second resistor and the other terminal
connected to the anode of the first diode, the second resistor
may include one terminal connected to the other terminal of
the first resistor and the other terminal connected to the cath-
ode of the second diode, the first diode may include an anode
connected to the other terminal of the first resistor and a
cathode connected to the non-inverting input terminal of the
controlling operational amplifier, and the second diode may
include a cathode connected to the other terminal of the
second resistor and a anode connected to the non-inverting
input terminal of the controlling operational amplifier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the invention, and many
of the attendant advantages thereof, will be readily apparent
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as the same becomes better understood by reference to the
following detailed description when considered in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which like reference
symbols indicate the same or similar components, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a signal generating circuit
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is an input and an output waveforms of a signal
generating circuit according to the exemplary embodiment
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a signal generating circuit
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is an input and an output waveforms of a signal
generating circuit according to the second exemplary
embodiment shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is ablock diagram of an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a view showing a driving operation of a light
emitting method of the organic light emitting diode (OLED)
display according to an exemplary embodiment ofthe present
invention;

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram showing configurations accord-
ing to anexemplary embodiment of the pixel shown in FIG. 5;
and

FIG. 8 is a waveform of a scan signal and a light emitting
signal for a scanning period and a light emitting period.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following detailed description, only certain exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention have been shown
and described, simply by way of illustration. As those skilled
in the art would realize, the described embodiments may be
modified in various different ways, all without departing from
the spirit or scope of the present invention. Accordingly, the
drawings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in
nature and not restrictive. Like reference numerals designate
like elements throughout the specification.

Throughout this specification and the claims that follow,
when it is described that an element is “coupled” to another
element, the element may be “directly coupled” to the other
element or ‘“electrically coupled” to the other element
through a third element. In addition, unless explicitly
described to the contrary, the word “comprise” and variations
such as “comprises” or “comprising” will be understood to
imply the inclusion of stated elements but not the exclusion of
any other elements.

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a signal generating circuit
according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, and FIG. 2 is an input and an output waveforms of
the signal generating circuit according to the first exemplary
embodiment shown in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 1, a signal generating circuit 30-1
includes a DC power unit 48, a controlling switch (transistor)
50, a first resistor 52, a second resistor 54, a first diode 56, a
second diode 58, and a first capacitor 60.

In detail, the controlling switch 50 is connected to a first
controlling input SI1, and includes a gate electrode supplied
with the first controlling input SI1, one terminal connected to
the DC power unit 48, and the other terminal connected to the
first resistor 52 and the second resistor 54.

The first resistor 52 and the first diode 56 are coupled in
series, and the first resistor 52 includes one terminal con-
nected to the second resistor 54 and the controlling switch 50
and the other terminal connected to the anode of the first diode
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56. The first diode 56 includes the anode connected to the
other terminal of the first resistor 52 and the cathode con-
nected to one terminal of the first capacitor 60.

The second resistor 54 and the second diode 58 are coupled
in series, and the second resistor 54 includes one terminal
connected to the first resistor 52 and the controlling switch 50
and the other terminal connected to the cathode of the second
diode 58. The second diode 58 includes the cathode con-
nected to the other terminal of the second resistor and the
anode connected to one terminal of the first capacitor 60.

The first capacitor 60 includes one terminal connected to
the cathode of the first diode 56 and the anode of the second
diode 58 and the other terminal connected to the other termi-
nal of the first controlling input SII.

If the signal of a high level is input to the first controlling
input SI1 at the time T11 as shown in FIG. 2, the controlling
switch 50 is turned on. The anode voltage of the first diode 56
and the cathode voltage of the second diode 58 are increased
by the DC power unit 48, the first diode 56 is turned on, and
the second diode 58 is blocked. Thus, the first capacitor 60 is
charged by the voltage of the DC power unit 48, and the
charging path of the first capacitor 60 includes the first resis-
tor 52 and the first diode 56. The first controlling output SO1
is increased by the charging of the first capacitor 60.

The first controlling input SI1 is a square wave such that the
first controlling output SO1 starts to be increased in synchro-
nization with the rising time of the first controlling input S11
and becomes the high level, and the high level is maintained
during a predetermined period. Accordingly, the first control-
ling output SO1 has the waveform that is increased during the
predetermined rising period among the period that the first
controlling input SI1 is maintained at the high level. Here, the
rising period is determined by the first resistor 52 and the first
capacitor 60. Here, the time constant is the product of R1 (the
resistance of the first resistor) and C1 (the capacitance of the
first capacitor).

Ifthe first controlling input SI1 becomes the low level at the
time TI2, the controlling switch 50 is turned off. The anode
voltage of the first diode 56 is lower than the cathode voltage
such that the first diode 56 is blocked, and the anode voltage
of the second diode 58 is higher than the cathode voltage such
that the second diode 58 is turned on. Thus, the first capacitor
60 is discharged through the second resistor 54 and the second
diode 58. Accordingly, the first controlling output SO1 is
reduced.

The first controlling input SI1 is the square wave such that
the first controlling output SO1 starts to be decreased in
synchronization with the falling time of the first controlling
input SI1, becomes the low level, and is maintained at the low
level during the predetermined period. Accordingly, the first
controlling output SO1 has the waveform that is decreased
during the predetermined falling period among the period that
the first controlling input SI1 is maintained at the low level.
Here, the falling period is determined by the second resistor
54 and the first capacitor 60. Here, the time constant is the
product of R2 (the resistance of the second resistor) and C1
(the capacitance of the first capacitor).

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a signal generating circuit
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, and FIG. 4 shows input and output waveforms of a
circuit according to the second exemplary embodiment
shown in FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 3, a signal generating circuit 30-2
includes a third resistor 70, a fourth resistor 72, a third diode
74, a fourth diode 76, a second capacitor 78, and a controlling
operational amplifier 80.
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In detail, the third resistor 70 and the third diode 74 are
coupled in series, the third resistor 70 includes one terminal
connected to one terminal of the fourth resistor 72 and the
second controlling input signal SI2, and the other terminal
connected to the anode of the third diode 74. The third diode
74 includes the anode connected to the other terminal of the
third resistor, and the cathode connected to one terminal of the
second capacitor 78 and an inverting input terminal of the
controlling operational amplifier 80.

The fourth resistor 72 and the fourth diode 76 are coupled
in series, and the fourth resistor 72 includes one terminal
connected to one terminal of the third resistor 70 and the
second controlling input signal SI2, and the other terminal
connected to the cathode of the fourth diode 76. The fourth
diode 76 includes the cathode connected to the other terminal
of'the fourth resistor, and the anode connected to one terminal
of the second capacitor 78 and the inverting input terminal of
the controlling operational amplifier 80.

The second capacitor 78 includes one terminal connected
to the inverting input terminal of the controlling operational
amplifier 80 and the other terminal connected to the output
terminal of the controlling operational amplifier 80. The con-
trolling operational amplifier 80 includes the non-inverting
input terminal connected to ground, the inverting input ter-
minal connected to one terminal of the second capacitor 78,
the third diode 74, and the fourth diode 76, and the output
terminal connected to the other terminal of the second capaci-
tor 78.

If the second controlling input SI2 is increased to the high
level at the time TI3 as shown in FIG. 4, the third diode 74 is
turned on and the fourth diode 76 is blocked such that the
second controlling input SI1 becomes the second controlling
output SO2 through an integrator including the third resistor
70, the second capacitor 78, and the controlling operational
amplifier 80. The second controlling input SI2 is a square
wave such that the second controlling output SO2 starts to be
increased in synchronization with the rising time of the sec-
ond controlling input SI2 and becomes the high level, and the
high level is maintained during a predetermined period.
Accordingly, the second controlling output SO2 has the
waveform that is increased during the predetermined rising
period among the period that the second controlling input S12
is maintained at the high level. Here, the rising period is
determined by the third resistor 70 and the second capacitor
78. Here, the time constant is the product of R3 (the resistance
of the third resistor) and C2 (the capacitance of the second
capacitor).

If the second controlling input SI2 is decreased to the low
level at the time TI4, the third diode 74 is blocked and the
fourth diode 76 is turned on such that the second controlling
input SI2 becomes the second controlling output SO2 through
the integrator including the fourth resistor 72, the second
capacitor 78, and the controlling operational amplifier 80.
The second controlling input S12 is the square wave such that
the second controlling output SO2 starts to be decreased in
synchronization with the falling time of the second control-
ling input SI2, becomes the low level, and is maintained at the
low level during the predetermined period. Accordingly, the
second controlling output SO2 has the waveform that is
decreased during the predetermined falling period among the
period that the second controlling input SI2 1s maintained at
the low level. Here, the falling period is determined by the
fourth resistor 72 and the second capacitor 78. Here, the time
constant is the product of R4 (the resistance of the fourth
resistor) and C2 (the capacitance of the second capacitor).

At least one of the first and second controlling output
signals is the output signal of at least one of the drivers of the
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organic light emitting diode (OLED) display of the present
invention, and particularly in the case of a simultaneous emis-
sion with active voltage type that will be described hereafter,
when there is a short circuit in the rising period (Tr) or the
falling period (Tf), the very large current flows such that the
characteristic and the reliability of the elements may be dete-
riorated. The description thereof will be described after the
description of the organic light emitting diode (OLED) dis-
play.

FIG. 5is ablock diagram of an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, and FI1G. 6 is a view showing a driving
operation of a light emitting method of the organic light
emitting diode (OLED) display according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, an organic light emitting diode
(OLED)display includes a display unit 130 having a plurality
of pixels PX connected to a plurality of scan lines S1 to Sn, a
plurality of light emission control lines GC1 to GCn, and a
plurality of data lines D1 to Dm.

Also, it includes a scan driver 110 providing scan signals to
the plurality of pixels PX through the plurality of scan lines
S1 to Sn, a light emission control driver 160 providing light
emitting signals to the plurality of pixels PX through the
plurality of light emission control lines GC1 to GCn, and a
data driver 120 providing data signals to the plurality of pixels
PX through the plurality of data lines D1 to Dm.

In detail, the data driver 120 is connected to the plurality of
data lines D1 to Dm of the display unit 130, and converts the
image data DAT input from a timing controller 150 into a
plurality of data voltages according to a data control signal
CONT1 to apply them to the plurality of data lines D1 to Dm.

The light emission control driver 160 transmits the light
emitting signals Ge(1) to Ge(n) (see FIG. 8) to the plurality of
light emission control lines GC1 to GCn according to the light
emission control signal CONT3.

The scan driver 110 is connected to the scan lines S1 to Sn
of the display unit 130, and progressively applies the plurality
of scan signals Scan(1) to Scan(n) (see FIG. 8) to the plurality
of scan lines S1 to Sn according to the scanning control signal
CONT2.

The timing controller 150 controls the scan driver 110, the
data driver 120, and the light emission control driver 160. The
timing controller 150 receives image signals R, G, and B and
input control signals to control display of the R, G, and B
signals from an external device. The image signals R, G, and
B include luminance information of each pixel PX, and the
luminance has a predetermined number of gray values, for
example 1024=2'°, 256=2%, or 64=2°. Examples of the input
control signals include a vertical synchronization signal
Vsync, ahorizontal synchronizing signal Hsync, a main clock
signal MCLK, a data enable signal DE.

The timing controller 150 appropriately processes the
input image signals R, G, and B according to the operation
conditions of the display unit 130 and the data driver 120 on
the basis of the input image signals R, G, and B and the input
control signals, and generates a scanning control signal
CONT1, a data control signal CONT2, an image data signal
DAT, and a light emission control signal CONT3. The timing
controller 150 transmits the scan control signal CONT2 to the
scan driver 110. The timing controller 150 transmits the data
control signal CONT1 and the image data signal DAT to the
data driver 120. The timing controller 150 transmits the light
emission control signal CONT3 to the light emission control
driver 160.
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In detail, the timing controller 150 generates the light emis-
sion control signal CONT3 to control the light emission con-
trol driver 160.

That is, the light emission control driver 160 generates the
plurality of light emitting signals Ge(1) to Ge(n) according to
the light emission control signal CONT3. The light emission
control signal CONT3 corresponds to the controlling input
SI1 or SI2 of FIG. 1 or FIG. 3, respectively.

Also, the display unit 130 includes a plurality of pixels PX
positioned in the crossing regions of the scan lines S1 to Sn
and the data lines D1 to Dm. The plurality of pixels PX
receive a first power ELVDD from power driver 170 and a
second power ELVSS from the outside.

The plurality of pixels PX respectively supply the current
to the organic light emitting diode (OLED) (see FIG. 7)
according to the corresponding data signals, and the organic
light emitting diode (OLED) emits the light of a predeter-
mined luminance according to the supplied current.

The organic light emitting diode (OLED) display accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention is
driven by a simultaneous emission with active voltage
method.

As shown in FIG. 6, according to the simultaneous emis-
sion with active voltage method, the period of one frame
includes scanning periods T1 and T3 in which the plurality of
data signals are transmitted and programmed to all pixels, and
light emitting periods T2 and T4 in which the plurality of
pixels emit the light according to the corresponding data
signals that are programmed after the data signals are trans-
mitted to all pixels.

In FIG. 6, for better understanding and ease of description,
only the i-th frame Fi and the (i+1)-th frame F(i+1) are shown
among the plurality of continuous frames. The frame Fi
includes the scanning period T1 and the light emitting period
T2, and the frame F(i+1) includes the scanning period T3 and
the light emitting period T4.

That is, in a case of a conventional progressive emission
method, the data signals are progressively input for each scan
line and then the light emitting is progressively executed,
however in an alternative embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the input of the data signals is progressively executed,
but the light emitting is executed in conjunction after the input
of the data signal is finished.

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram showing configurations accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the pixel shown in FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 7, the pixel PX includes an organic light
emitting diode (OLED), a first switching transistor M1, a
driving transistor M2, a second switching transistor M3, and
a storage capacitor Cst.

The anode of the organic light emitting diode (OLED) is
connected to the second switching transistor M3, and the
cathode is connected to the second power ELVSS. The
organic light emitting diode (OLED) emits a light of a pre-
determined luminance corresponding to a supplied current.

The gate electrode of the first switching transistor M1 is
connected to the scan line Sn, and a first electrode is con-
nected to the data line Dm. Also, a second electrode of the first
switching transistor M1 is connected to a first node N1. The
gate electrode of the first switching transistor M1 is input with
the scan signal Scan(n), and the first electrodeis input with the
data signal Data(m).

The driving transistor M2 includes a gate electrode con-
nected to the first node N1, a first electrode connected to the
first power ELVDD, and a second electrode connected to a
first electrode of the second switching transistor M3.

The capacitor Cst is connected to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor M2, that is, between the first node N1 and
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the first power ELVDD, and the driving transistor M2 func-
tions to apply the driving current according to the data signal
Data(m) to the organic light emitting diode (OLED).

The second switching transistor M3 includes a gate elec-
trode connected to the light emission control line GCn sup-
plying the light emitting signal Ge(n), a first electrode con-
nected to the second electrode of the driving transistor M2,
and a second electrode connected to the anode of the organic
light emitting diode (OLED).

The cathode of the organic light emitting diode (OLED) is
connected to the second power ELVSS.

The first switching transistor M1, the driving transistor
M2, and the second switching transistor M3 are all PMOS
transistors. However, the first switching transistor M1, the
driving transistor M2, and the second switching transistor M3
are not limited thereto, and can be NMOS transistors.

FIG. 8 shows waveforms of scan signals Scan(1) to Scan(n)
and light emitting signals Ge(1) to Ge(n) of the scanning
periods T1 and T3 and the light emitting periods T2 and T4.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, if the scan signal Scan(1) is
decreased to the low level at the scanning period T1, the first
switching transistor M1 is turned on during a predetermined
period in which the scan signal Scan(1) is the low level such
that the data voltage is transmitted to the first node NI1.
Accordingly the voltage difference between the transmitted
data voltage and the first power ELVDD is charged to the
capacitor Cst.

Next, if the scan signal Scan(2) is decreased to the low
level, the first switch M1 is turned on during a predetermined
period in which the scan signal Scan(?2) is the low level such
that the first node N1 is transmitted the data voltage. Accord-
ingly, the capacitor Cst is charged with the voltage difference
between the transmitted data voltage and the first power
ELVDD.

If the scan signal Scan(n) is decreased to the low level, the
first switch M1 is turned on during the predetermined period
in which the scan signal Scan(n) is the low level such that the
data voltage is transmitted to the first node N1. Accordingly,
the capacitor Cst is charged with the voltage difference
between the transmitted data voltage and the first power
ELVDD.

During the scanning period T1, the light emitting signal
Ge(1) is maintained at the high level such that the second
switching transistor M3 is in the turned-off state. Accord-
ingly, the current is not supplied to the organic light emitting
diode (OLED).

If the light emitting signal Ge(1) is decreased to the low
level in the light emitting period T2 after the scanning period
T1, the second switching transistor M3 is turned on, and the
current corresponding to the voltage difference between the
gate electrode and the source electrode of the driving transis-
tor M2 flows into organic light emitting diode (OLED) by the
data voltage programmed during the scanning period T1.

Accordingly, the organic light emitting diode (OLED)
simultaneously emits the light in all pixels at the light emit-
ting period T2. Also, the scan signal Scan(n) is maintained at
the high level in the light emitting period T2 such that the first
switching transistor M1 maintains the turned-off state.

At the scanning period T3 after the light emitting period
T2,ifthe scan signal Scan(1) is decreased to the low level, the
first switching transistor M1 is turned on during the predeter-
mined period in which the scan signal Scan(1) is the low level
such that the data voltage is transmitted to the first node N1.
Accordingly, the capacitor Cst is charged by the voltage dif-
ference between the transmitted data voltage and the first
power ELVDD.
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Next, if the scan signal Scan(2) is decreased to the low
level, the first switching transistor M1 is turned on during the
predetermined period in which the scan signal Scan(2) is the
low level such that the data voltage is transmitted to the first
node N1. Accordingly, the capacitor Cst is charged by the
voltage difference between the transmitted data voltage and
the first power ELVDD.

If the scan signal Scan(n) is decreased to the low level, the
first switching transistor M1 is turned on during the predeter-
mined period in which the scan signal Scan(n) is the low level
such that the data voltage is transmitted to the first node N1.
Accordingly, the capacitor Cst is charged with the voltage
difference between the transmitted data voltage and the first
power ELVDD.

During the scanning period T3, the light emitting signal
Ge(1) is maintained at the high level such that the second
switching transistor M3 is turned off. Accordingly, the current
is not supplied to the organic light emitting diode (OLED).

If the light emitting signal Ge(1) is decreased to the low
level at the light emitting period T4 after the scanning period
T3, the second switching transistor M3 is turned on, and the
current corresponding to the voltage difference between the
gate electrode and the source electrode of the driving transis-
tor M2 flows into the organic light emitting diode (OLED) by
the data voltage programmed during the scanning period T3.

Accordingly, the organic light emitting diode (OLED)
simultaneously emits the light in all pixels in the light emit-
ting period T4. Also, the scan signal Scan(n) is maintained at
the high level in the light emitting period T4 such that the first
switching transistor M1 maintains the turned-off state.

Here, the i-th frame Fi and the (i+1)-th frame Fi+1 are
described, however the present invention is not limited
thereto, and this may be applied to all frames.

Of course, in the drawings, the n-th scan signal Scan(n), the
scan line Sn, the n-th light emitting signal GC(n), the light
emission control line GCn, the m-th data signal Data(m), and
the data line Dm are shown, however the present invention is
not limited thereto, this may be applied from the first signal
and line to the n or m-th signal and line.

As described above, a plurality of pixels of the organic light
emitting diode (OLED) display of the simultaneous emission
with active voltage method simultaneously emit the light
during the light emitting period, and the control signal having
the waveform of which the falling period Tfl is long is
required in the case of the PMOS transistor incorporation
circuit.

Ifthe falling period Tf1 of the light emitting signal Ge(n) is
short, the current flowing in each OLED of the plurality of
pixels are generated within the short period. The current
generated in the organic light emitting diode (OLED) display
is rapidly increased within the short falling period Tf1 of the
light emitting signal Ge(n). This influences the configuration
of the organic light emitting diode (OLED) display, that s, the
driver, the power unit, and the timing controller, and thereby
the characteristic and the reliability of the configurations may
be deteriorated.

In contrast, in the case in which the light emission control
transistor is the NMOS transistor, when the rising period Trl
of the light emitting signal is short, the same problems are
generated.

Conventionally. the rising period Tr1 and the falling period
Tf1 are equal to each other such that these problems may not
be solved, however the present invention provides the signal
generating circuit controlling the rising period and the falling
period to be different, thereby solving these problems.

According to the conventional art equally controlling the
rising period and the falling period, in the case that the long
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falling period is required, the rising period is increased such
that unexpected other problems may be generated.

For example, if the rising period is increased according to
the falling period of the light emitting signal in the previous
exemplary embodiment, although the light emitting period is
finished and the scan period is again started, the light emis-
sion control transistor is not sufficiently turned off, and
thereby the problem that the current may flow into the OLED
through the light emission control transistor at the scan period
may be generated.

Accordingly, like an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the signal generating circuit asymmetrically con-
trolling the rising period and the falling period is required.

While this invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A signal generating circuit generating an output signal
corresponding to a controlling input, comprising:

a rising path increasing the output signal during a rising
period in synchronization with a time that the control-
ling input is increased,

a falling path decreasing the output signal during a falling
period in synchronization with a time that the control-
ling input is decreased, the rising period being longer
than the falling period; and

aplurality of the signal generating circuits are utilized in a
light emission control driver of a display device for
providing light emitting signals to a plurality of pixels in
the display device.

2. The signal generating circuit of claim 1, wherein the
rising path includes, in series, a first resistor, a first diode, and
acapacitor, the first diode is turned on in synchronization with
the time that the controlling input is increased, and a power
source voltage is charged to the capacitor through the first
resistor according to the controlling input.

3. The signal generating circuit of claim 2, wherein the
falling path includes, in series, a second resistor, a second
diode, and said capacitor, the second diode is turned on in
synchronization with the time that the controlling input is
decreased, and the voltage charged to the capacitor is dis-
charged through the second resistor according to the control-
ling input.

4. The signal generating circuit of claim 3, further com-
prising:

a controlling switch including one terminal connected to
the first resistor and the second resistor and a gate elec-
trode input with the controlling input; and

a DC power unit, supplying the power source voltage,
connected to the other terminal of the controlling switch.

5. The signal generating circuit of claim 4, wherein the first
resistor includes one terminal connected to one terminal of
the controlling switch and the other terminal connected to an
anode of the first diode, the second resistor includes one
terminal connected to said one terminal of the controlling
switch and the other terminal connected to a cathode of the
second diode, the first diode includes a cathode connected to
one terminal of the capacitor, and the second diode includes
an anode connected to said one terminal of the capacitor.

6. The signal generating circuit of claim 3, further com-
prising a controlling operational amplifier including an out-
put terminal connected to one terminal of the capacitor, an
inverting input terminal commonly connected directly to an
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anode of the second diode and a cathode of the first diode, and
a non-inverting input terminal connected to ground.

7. The signal generating circuit of claim 6, wherein the
controlling input is simultaneously transmitted directly to one
terminal of the first resistor and one terminal of the second
resistor.

8. The signal generating circuit of claim 7, wherein the first
resistor includes said one terminal connected to said one
terminal of the second resistor and another terminal con-
nected to an anode of the first diode, the second resistor
includes another terminal connected to a cathode of the sec-
ond diode.

9. A display device comprising:

a display unit including a plurality of pixels, a plurality of
scan lines, a plurality of datalines, and a plurality of light
emission control lines;

a data driver transmitting a plurality of data signals to the
plurality of data lines;

a scan driver transmitting a plurality of scan signals to the
plurality of scan lines;

a light emission control driver transmitting a plurality of
light emitting signals to the plurality of light emission
control lines; and

a timing controller generating a light emission control sig-
nal to control the light emission control driver;

the light emission control driver includes, at each of the
light emission control lines, a rising path increasing the
light emission control signal during a rising period in
synchronization with a time that the light emission con-
trol signal is increased, and

a falling path decreasing the light emission control signal
during a falling period in synchronization with a time
that the light emission control signal is decreased, the
rising period and the falling period being different from
each other.

10. The display device of claim 9, wherein the rising path
includes, in series, a first resistor, a first diode, and a capacitor,
the first diode is turned on in synchronization with the time
that the light emission control signal is increased, and a power
source voltage is charged to the capacitor through the first
resistor according to the light emission control signal.

11. The display device of claim 10, wherein the falling path
includes, in series, a second resistor, a second diode, and said
capacitor, the second diode is turned on in synchronization
with the light emission control signal is decreased, and the
voltage charged to the capacitor is discharged through the
second resistor according to the light emission control signal.

12. The display device of claim 11, further comprising:

a controlling switch including one terminal connected to
the first resistor and the second resistor, and a gate elec-
trode input with the light emission control signal; and

a DC power unit, supplying the power source voltage,
connected to the other terminal of the controlling switch.

13. The display device of claim 12, wherein the first resis-
tor includes one terminal connected to one terminal of the
controlling switch and the other terminal connected to an
anode of the first diode, the second resistor includes one
terminal connected to said one terminal of the controlling
switch and the other terminal connected to a cathode of the
second diode, the first diode includes a cathode connected to
one terminal of the capacitor, and the second diode includes
an anode connected to said one terminal of the capacitor.

14. The display device of claim 11, further comprising a
controlling operational amplifier including an output termi-
nal connected to one terminal of the capacitor, an inverting
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input terminal connected to an anode of the second diode and
acathode of the first diode, and a non-inverting input terminal
connected to ground.

15. The display device of claim 12, wherein the light emis-
sion control signal is transmitted to one terminal of the first
resistor and one terminal of the second resistor.

16. The display device of claim 15, wherein the first resis-
tor includes one terminal connected to one terminal of the
second resistor and another terminal connected to an anode of
the first diode, the second resistor includes another terminal
connected to a cathode of the second diode, the first diode
includes a cathode connected to an inverting input terminal of
a controlling operational amplifier, the second diode includes
an anode connected to the inverting input terminal of the
controlling operational amplifier, an output terminal of the
controlling operational amplifier connected to one terminal of
the capacitor, the inverting input terminal connected to
another terminal of the capacitor, and a non-inverting input
terminal connected to ground.
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